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B i g f o o t  i n  p o p  c u lt u r e
Yeti robots appeared in 
the 1967 episode of 
Doctor Who. Despite 
looking like an 
overfed Zippy from 
Rainbow in bad 
need of a shave, 
they were terrifying.

A yeti played a central 
role in Tintin In Tibet 
(1960). Though he scared him 
off with the flashbulb from his 
camera, Tintin’s view was that 
the yeti is, at heart, an 
essentially kindly soul.

Looney Tunes character 
Hugo The Abominable 

Snowman had a 
fondness for 
rabbits he 
liked to call 
George. 
Some say 

he’s based 
on Lennie 

from Of Mice  
And Men.

The 2012 film Bigfoot 
has a sasquatch attack 
a rock concert 

because the noise woke him up. 
That the movie starred shock-

rocker Alice Cooper is just 
one more reason to 
applaud it.

Harry And The 
Hendersons 
saw John 
Lithgow’s 

family bring a 
live sasquatch 

home from a camping 
trip. The 1987 film won 

an Oscar and spawned 
a TV sitcom.

the Pangboche Finger, named after the 
monastery, Byrne broke off a digit from 
the hand and swapped it with a human 
replacement. Fearing discovery exiting 
Calcutta, he chanced upon Stewart, 
himself a keen anthropologist, who 
agreed to smuggle it through customs.

Sykes’s quest for samples took him to 
the US, where he met a hunter who was 
convinced he had shot and killed an 
infant sasquatch. He claimed to have 
buried it in panic but was unable to find 
the grave. Sykes also went to Russia, 
where one surviving member of the 

official Snowman Commission, set 
up in 1958, was convinced of the 
beast’s paranormal abilities.
Sykes whittled down his samples 

to 37, the majority taken from trees 
in hotspots, and sent them to the lab.

The results came back: American 
black bear, modern man, a dog, 
raccoon, horse, sheep, cow, deer, 
porcupine… Beasts, yes, Bigfoot, no.  

But two were unexpected.
The Hagenmuller sample and one 

from a jungle in Bhutan proved to 
match a polar bear. But aside from the 
question of how a polar bear came to be 
roaming the Himalayas, further 
investigation revealed another surprise. 
The match came from the fossilised 
bones found in Svalbard of an ancient 
polar bear, dating back around 40,000 
years – a distant ancestor to our modern 
species also related to the brown bear.

Not Bigfoot, then, but at least an 
animal no one had seen alive.

Or was it? Experts have called 
Sykes’s findings into question. They 
say the samples are in fact a match for 
the rare Himalayan brown bear.

In response, Sykes told Metro: ‘To 
find a polar bear sample in Tibet – of 
whatever type – is remarkable and 
might well explain yeti sightings. There 
is still work to be done.’

The Nature Of The Beast by Bryan 
Sykes (Hodder & Stoughton) is out now

Elusive: The search 
for the yeti continues 

PIC: geTTy

Adventure: Reinhold 
Messner had what he 
claimed was the head 

and pelt of a yeti

Mystery: The skull and hand 
of an alleged yeti (above) and  

(left) original photos of the 
yeti footprint


